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1. Letter of Welcome by the Chairs 
 
Honourable Delegates, 
 
Hello and welcome to the League of Nations at GöMUN 2019! It is our pleasure to be your Chairs for 
the upcoming committee sessions and we are already very excited to meet all of you. All three of us 
have been coming to GöMUN for multiple years and have made many friends and great memories at 
this conference. We hope that on top of learning a lot and practicing your debating, you will also 
greatly enjoy yourself and make some friends and memories of your own! 
 
The League of Nations was the predecessor of the United Nations. Our topic - The Question of the 
Borders of the Polish Republic and the League of Nations’ Mandate over the Free City of Danzig – 
explores the uncertainty and complicated alliances of the interwar period, on the example of Poland. 
Not that Poland has not been made an example of often enough. The League of Nations was founded 
to bring stability and rule of law to international relations, but it was only ever as effective as its 
members. As foreign ministers in the League of Nations, it will be your duty to navigate various 
territorial disputes and keep the peace in Europe. Events will develop over the course of the 
conference based on your decisions, making your every move count.  
 
As the world in 1927 was quite different from today, our committee sessions will require more 
preparation leading up to the conference than others. We strongly suggest that you read the study 
guide carefully. In addition, we recommend you do additional research to familiarise yourself more 
with the historical ontext. 
 
As the advanced committee at GöMUN, we know that the League of Nations will be more challenging 
than most other councils. However, even if it’s your first time in a crisis, a Security Council or MUN 
in general, we are certain that all of you will enrich the committee through your perspective and ideas.  
We are very excited to see how you approach the challenges and which solutions you come up with!  
If any questions or need suggestions for your preparation, do not hesitate to get in touch – we are 
happy to help! We are looking forward to seeing you all very soon! 
 
Sincerely yours, 
Sarah Hechler, Lukas Hofmann & Sören Wehrheim 
 
 
 



 

STUDY GUIDE 

 

3 
 

2. Committee Overview 
 

2.1 Introduction 
 
The year is 1927. The League of Nations (LoN) is an international organisation that serves as a forum 
for diplomacy and peaceful resolutions of disputes between nations. It was established at the Paris 
Peace Conference in January 1920 (Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2019). Its purpose, as laid out in the 
preamble of the Covenant of the League of Nations, is “to promote international co-operation and to 
achieve international peace and security” (League of Nations, 1919). The LoN consists both of 
decision-making bodies where diplomats of Member States discuss and agree on the course of action 
that the League shall take, and technical, judicial and executive branches. The membership of the LoN 
includes most, but not all independent countries. Notably absent from the organisation are the United 
States of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2019). 
Founded under the impression of the horrors of the World War, the LoN is an attempt to prevent 
future conflicts from escalating into wars. There had not been any comparable organisations and 
indeed very few global organisations at all preceding the LoN. The League is not just novel in its 
position, but also its mission: it is an independent authority in international law that seeks to prevent 
armed conflict through diplomacy and collective security. The League on the one hand helps conflict 
parties resolve their differences through arbitration and legal means, and on the other hand makes it 
the duty of all members to take united action against aggressive use of force. In practice, most issues 
where the LoN arbitrates are minor disagreements between members on existing treaties. Aside from 
security, the LoN also works in the areas of economic and social cooperation, disarmament and 
humanitarian issues such as protection of women and children, health, and the abolition of slavery 
(Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2019). 
 

2.2 History of the League of Nations 
 
The destruction and suffering caused by the World War surpassed general expectations and greatly 
changed attitudes towards war. Whereas previously, war was perceived as an almost natural 
occurrence in the relations between nations by the political and intellectual elites, they were now seen 
as a horror that needed to be avoided at all cost (Mueller, 1991). From this moral imperative, a new 
concept of international relations emerged: collective security. Under collective security, aggressive 
military action against one state is treated as aggression against all parties to the arrangement. In a 
global system of collective security, no country would therefore dare to start a war, fearing the 
retaliation of the global community. The idea of establishing global collective security arrangements 
was popularised by civil society but met with initial scepticism by diplomats and political figures 
(Stromberg, 1956). 
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Already during the war years, societies were formed to discuss a potential rule-based world order 
after the conflict had ended. In the United States of America, the League to Enforce Peace was born in 
1915, two years before the United States even entered the war (Holt, 1917). In the United Kingdom, 
similar societies were already employing the term ‘League of Nations’ while the war was still going 
on (Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2019). When the United States entered the World War, President 
Woodrow Wilson declared in his war message that his country was fighting for two purposes: to 
protect democracy and to make co-operation the guiding principle of international affairs (Holt, 1917). 
On 8 January 1918, Wilson presented a programme of conditions for peace to the US Congress, which 
became known as ‘Wilson’s Fourteen Points’. Point fourteen proposed the creation of what later 
became the League of Nations (US Department of State, 2016). It reads in full: “A general association 
of nations must be formed under specific covenants for the purpose of affording mutual guarantees 
of political independence and territorial integrity to great and small states alike.” (Wilson, 1918) 
The Fourteen Points gained support among the other members of the Allied coalition. During the last 
months of the war, the British and French governments were already coordinating their own ideas for 
a new international organisation with Wilson’s government. After the end of hostilities, the Paris 
Peace conference where the post-conflict settlement was to be negotiated began on 18 January 1919. 
On insistence of Wilson, the establishment of the League of Nations became one of the first questions 
on the agenda. Building on the work done during the war years, a first draft for the Covenant of the 
League of Nations was already finished within less than a month after the start of the conference, and 
the final version was adopted on 28 April 1919 and signed on 28 June of the same year (Encyclopaedia 
Britannica, 2019). The League of Nations formally came into existence on 10 January 1920, together 
with the Treaty of Versailles that had also been negotiated at the Paris Peace Conference (Scott, 1973). 
The League of Nations initially had 42 Member Countries. 13 additional countries joined the League 
within the first five years, bringing the membership to 55. The growing membership was partially the 
result of new countries being created by the peace treaties. When the accession to the LoN was put to 
vote in the Senate of the United States of America, however, it failed to gain the required two-thirds 
majority on two attempts. Growing opposition to President Wilson had eroded bipartisan support for 
his pet-project. Thus, the world’s leading economic and military power, and the country that worked 
most for the establishment of the LoN, has yet to become a member of it. This diminishes the reach of 
the LoN and the effectiveness of its collective security arrangement. The German Empire and the 
Soviet Union were also not among the founding members, and the Soviet Union still remains excluded 
(Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2019). 
The first few years of the League of Nations were marked by the establishment of the League’s main 
organs and the setting up of its headquarters in Geneva. While its commissions and organisations 
assumed their work on economic and social matters, there were initially few serious political disputes 
brought to the LoN for resolution (Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2019). A notable political action of the 
League of Nations in the early years was their response to the German-Polish border dispute in Upper 
Silesia. Under the treaty of Versailles, a plebiscite to determine whether Upper Silesia was to belong 
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to Poland or Germany was mandated. The plebiscite was held on 20 March 1921 and decided in favour 
of Germany. During and after the plebiscite, violence from paramilitary groups supporting both sides 
shook the region. British, French and Italian troops were sent to contain the violence. Eventually, a 
consensus was reached with the support of the League of Nations to divide the territory between 
Poland and Germany instead (Tooley, 1988). 
The first major challenge for the collective security aspect of the League of Nations was the Italian 
occupation of Corfu. In August 1923, Italian diplomats were murdered in Greece. In response, Italian 
Prime Minister Benito Mussolini ordered a naval bombardment and subsequent occupation of the 
Greek island after a 24-hour ultimatum for reparations was not met (Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2019). 
The members of the LoN were hesitant to risk a military confrontation with Italy over the issue. After 
Mussolini threatened to pull Italy out of the LoN, the League decided to impose a fine on Greece in 
exchange for the withdrawal of Italian forces. While a peaceful resolution had been reached, critics 
claimed that the LoN had curbed to Italian threats and use of force. It became a common sentiment 
that the League of Nations had failed its first major test (Yearwood, 1986). 
The admission of Germany to the LoN was a controversial question for the Member States 
(Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2019). Within Germany, the League of Nations was initially perceived as 
an anti-German institution that was supporting the implementation of the despised Treaty of 
Versailles. This changed under Foreign Minister Gustav Stresemann who assumed office in 1923 
(Sontag, 1971). Under him, Germany began to see joining the LoN as a step to restore equality with 
other European powers and let Germany share in the management of global affairs (Encyclopaedia 
Britannica, 2019). Germany’s first application to join the League of Nations was made in December 
1924 (Stresemann, 1926). However, there was anxiety among the neighbouring countries of Germany 
that strengthening the country could foster new military ambitions. Particularly the attitudes of right-
wing political parties within the Weimar Republic supported fears that a change of governance could 
lead Germany to abandon the Treaty of Versailles and attempt to regain lost territory. As the 
disarmament provisions of the Covenant were deemed insufficient to contain potential German 
aggression by those countries, the initial German application was declined and further guarantees 
were requested (Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2019). This was achieved with the Locarno Pact, a series of 
treaties that mutually guaranteed security in Europe. The agreements included, among others, 
arbitration treaties between Germany and Czechoslovakia, Germany and Poland, Germany and 
Belgium, and Germany and France (Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2019). 
After the Locarno Pact, the Member States now supported German membership. However, giving 
Germany a permanent seat on the Council, as was agreed in Locarno, created discontent with some 
countries that had similar ambitions. The process to reach a compromise took six months. In the end, 
semi-permanent seats were created and offered to the countries in question. This compromise was 
accepted by the majority save for Brazil which instead left the LoN entirely, and Germany officially 
joined the League in September 1926 (Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2019). While all great European 
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powers are finally represented in the LoN, the loss of Brazil highlights the fragility of the League’s 
system. 
 

2.3 Structure of the League of Nations 
 
The general structure of the League of Nations is established by the terms of the Covenant of the 
League of Nations. It names three main organs: the Assembly, the Council and the Secretariat. Their 
competences and areas of work are laid out in the Covenant. Sub-committees, commissions, 
organisations and courts are established by decision of the Assembly or the Council, with membership 
and mandate decided upon creation (Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2019). Under Article 5 of the 
Covenant, all decisions of the Assembly and the Council require the agreement of all represented 
Member States (League of Nations, 1919). 
To maintain peace, the Covenant gives conflict parties two options for resolution, of which they must 
choose one: judicial settlement, or recommendations by the Council. Conflicts pertaining to the 
interpretation of treaties, questions of international law or the establishment of facts are best suited 
for judicial settlement. For this, the Assembly and the Council have established the Permanent Court 
of International Justice. Members that have submitted their dispute to the court are then bound by its 
decision. Conflicts that cannot be resolved through judicial settlement are instead brought in front of 
the Council. Parties to the conflict are not allowed a vote on the issue. 
The collective security mechanism of the LoN is contained in Article 16 of the Covenant. If any 
member of the League resorts to war in violation of Articles 12, 13 or 15, it shall be considered an act 
of war against all Members of the League. The Covenant mandates that all financial relations, trade 
and travel to the aggressor shall be suspended. The Council is tasked with coordinating a further 
international response, which may include the use of armed forces. Member States are mandated to 
comply with the recommendations of the Council (League of Nations, 1919). No situation has arisen 
yet where the collective security was invoked. It has not been demonstrated whether the Council 
would be able to reach consensus in an emergency situation and whether all Member Countries would 
actually be willing to comply with their obligations arising from the Covenant and Council decisions 
in case of war. 
 
2.3.1 The Assembly 
 
Article 3 of the Covenant establishes the Assembly. In the Assembly, every Member State is 
represented. Every country has one vote. The Assembly meets in regular intervals, which usually is 
once a year, and “may deal at its meetings with any matter within the sphere of action of the League 
or affecting the peace of the world” (League of Nations, 1919). In practice, the Assembly refrains from 
tackling issues that are currently being discussed in the Council (Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2019). The 
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Assembly appoints the Secretary-General, selects the non-permanent members of the Council, and 
decides on the contributions of Member States to the League’s budget (League of Nations, 1919). 
Decisions of the Assembly are often worked out in committees before being forwarded to the 
Assembly for formal adoption. 
 
2.3.2 The Council 
 
The Council is established by Article 4 of the Covenant. Membership of the Council consists of both 
permanent and non-permanent members. Non-members are allowed to attend as observers during 
discussions affecting their interests but are not allowed to vote (League of Nations, 1919). In 1927, the 
permanent members are the United Kingdom, France, Germany, Italy and Japan. The non-permanent 
members are elected for three-year terms by the Assembly. The Council meets irregularly in response 
to current affairs, which amounts to multiple sessions each year. While the Council fundamentally has 
the same area of work as the Assembly, in practice it focusses on immediate political issues 
(Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2019). Under the Covenant, the Council also has additional competences 

and responsibilities that the Assembly does not have. The Council may vote to suspend members 
from the League of Nations, with the concerned country not being allowed a vote in case it is 
represented in the Council. In case of use of force between countries or the threat thereof, regardless 
whether the belligerents are members of the LoN or not, the Council is convened by the Secretary-
General and tasked to maintain the peace. Member States are also allowed to bring issues to the 
attention of the Council that might threaten international peace (League of Nations, 1919).  
If the Council reaches a decision, called a ‘report’ in the Covenant, members are bound to implement 
it. Under Article 15 of the Covenant, Member Countries are authorised to “take such action as they 
shall consider necessary for the maintenance of right and justice”, which includes military means, 
when the Council does not reach an agreement or parties violate the decisions of the Council or 
Permanent Court of International Justice (League of Nations, 1919). 
 
2.3.3 The Secretariat 
 
The Secretariat is in charge of overseeing the day-to-day operation of the LoN with its bodies, 
commissions and organisations. Members of the Secretariat do not work on behalf of a Member State, 
but instead of the League as a whole. The Secretariat is headed by the Secretary-General, who is the 
formal head of the LoN. Since 1919, Sir Eric James Drummond has been serving in that role. Under 
the Covenant, the responsibilities of the Secretariat are only vaguely defined. In practice, the 
Secretariat is mostly tasked with administrative duties, maintaining treaty collections, and conducting 
reporting and fact-finding (Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2019). 
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2.3.4 The Permanent Court of International Justice 
 
The Permanent Court of International Justice (PCIJ) is an independent international court established 
by the LoN in 1922. All League members participate in the election of judges to the court. The PCIJ 
produces two kinds of decisions: advisory opinions and judgements. Advisory opinions on a dispute 
or question are offered when the Council refers them to the court. The PCIJ only makes judgements if 
all state parties to the dispute have signed the Statute of the PCIJ and agree to submit their situation 
to the court. It is not compulsory for countries to seek settlement by the court. Once a judgement has 
been made, however, it is binding under the Covenant and the Council may take steps in case of non-
compliance (Indiana University Bloomington, 2002). 
 

2.4 Simulation at GöMUN 
 
At this years’ GöMUN we will simulate the Council of the League of Nations in which you as delegates 
will have the position of foreign ministers of their individual countries. This will give you more 
autonomy in shaping your country’s foreign policy than it would be the case in your normal General 
Assembly committee. The formal procedure of the League of Nations was very similar to those of the 
United Nations and for simplicity reasons, we will adopt the general GöMUN RoP for the procedure 
of our sessions. However, there will be slight alterations especially considering voting procedure. You 
can find those under Committee-Specific Rules of Procedure in the RoP’s appendix. 
As you might already know, we will simulate the League of Nations as a crisis committee. For those 
of you who are not familiar with crisis, this means that the situation will change dynamically 
throughout the progression of the debate. This will be a more challenging experience because you will 
need to adjust your country’s policy to completely new situations that might come up. This also means 
that the events which are happening in our simulation might be completely different from those that 
happened in real history. The simulation starts on 1 May 1927 and from this point we will write our 
own history. This alternative history will be influenced by the actions you as delegates will take 
mainly through the Treaties you will pass. Different from ther crises, we will limit the use of directives. 
As you are foreign ministers you won’t have the capacity to command your troops or to authorise 
intelligence agency operations. The main way for you to influence history is through the treaties you 
will negotiate, especially within the League of Nations under a multilateral framework.  
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3. Topic: The Question of the Borders of the Polish Republic and 
the League of Nations’ Mandate over the Free City of Danzig  
 

3.1 Introduction 
 
Almost nine years have passed since the end of the World War. Many countries are still struggling to 
recover from the destruction caused by the conflict. The world order is determined by the peace 
treaties, most prominently the Treaty of Versailles. France and the United Kingdom still have their 
empires, but first signs of dissolution are visible (Kitchen, 2014). The United States of America are 

eexperiencing unprecedented growth and have established themselves as the world’s leading 
economic and military power (Amadeo, 2019), but have adopted an isolationist foreign policy 
(Norwich University Online, 2017). Meanwhile in Europe, many countries are experiencing stagnation 
and depression, as debt, destruction and loss of life from the World War remains a heavy burden 
(Dowd, 1955). After the Russian Revolution, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics has proclaimed 
communism as its political and economic system. Following the Russian example, communist 
movements in many countries have gained strength and are calling for similar revolutions. In 
response, anti-communism has become both official policy and has sparked its own movements (Stone 
& Chamedes, 2018). Particularly in those countries that have been on the losing side of the World War, 
there are also new authoritarian nationalist groups on the rise that reject both liberal democracy and 
conservative monarchism. The most prominent leader of such a movement, current Italian Prime 
Minister Benito Mussolini, has coined the term “fascism” for this ideology (Horne, 2005). 
While the peace treaties established new borders or outlined procedures to clarify them, disputes over 
them persist. The losing countries on the losing side of the World War had to accept heavy territorial 
losses, which many political actors within them perceive as unjust punishments. While some only seek 
to renegotiate reparations arising from the treaties, others would like to see them abandoned 
completely. One country granted independence by the Treaty of Versailles is Poland. It splits East 
Prussia from the rest of Germany and consists of territory that was held by other countries during and 
leading up to the World War (PolandPoland, 2019). As such, it is a prime target for territorial and 
border disputes. 

  
3.2 Historical Background  
 
In order to understand the question of the Polish borders in the year 1927, it is of utmost importance 
to understand the history of Poland which has been full of twists and turns for over 1000 years. The 
history of Poland’s powerful western neighbour Germany is also very important to understand the 
debate about the borders. This section will provide a brief overview of the most important historical 
backgrounds. First, it will address the Polish history until the Treaty of Versailles in 1918. Second, the 



 

STUDY GUIDE 

 

10 
 

Treaty of Versailles and its consequences for the political situation in Europe will be addressed. Third, 
the history of Poland between the Treaty of Versailles in 1918 and the simulation-year 1927 will be 
summarised. Finally, we will have a look at the political developments in Germany during that time 
period. 
 
3.2.1 History of Poland until 1918 
 
The history of Poland begins with its first state formation around the turn of the first millennium 
under the reign of Duke Mieszko I and his son Bolesław I, who should become the first King of Poland. 
The following centuries were shaped by invasions of Mongolian Hordes and the pagans of Lithuania. 
The latter caused the Polish King to call the knights of the Teutonic Order for help, who established a 
powerful military state in the territories that should later be known as Prussia and became more and 
more a threat to Polish security (Bingen, 2011). 
When the Polish King Louis the Great died without a male heir in 1382, his daughter Jadwiga married 
the Lithuanian Grand Duke Władysław II Jagiełło, who was baptized shortly before the marriage. 
After their death, Poland and the newly Christianised Lithuania were governed together in personal 
union by their descendants. The united armies of Poland and Lithuania could achieve military success 
against the Teutonic Order: in 1466, Western Prussia and the city of Danzig became part of Poland. In 
1525, the last Grand Master of the Teutonic Order swore an oath of allegiance to the King of Poland 
and became the first Duke of Prussia (Bingen, 2011). 
Through heritage, the Duchy of Prussia came into the possession of Brandenburg in 1618, and in 1657 
Poland had to abandon all claims on the territory. When the Duke of Brandenburg declared himself 
“King in Prussia” in 1701 the Polish situation became precarious. Wedged by the Kingdom of Prussia 
and the Austrian and Russian Empire, governed by kings who lacked authority, and weakened by 
feuds between the powerful nobleman, the Kingdom of Poland became of pawn in the hands of its 
mighty neighbours who should continue to shape Poland’s destiny within the following centuries 
(Bingen, 2011). 
After Poland was severely weakened by military conflicts in the first half of the 18th century, Austria, 
Prussia and Russia annexed parts of the Polish territory in 1772. With the First Partition, Poland had 
lost more than a quarter of its territory and a third of its population without being able to put up any 
form of resistance to this severe violation of its territorial integrity. In reaction to this traumatising 
event, several attempts to reform the country were launched and in 1791 the first written constitution 
in Europe was adopted in Poland. An uprising of Polish nobleman who feared to lose their privileges 
was supported by the Russian Empire and ultimately lead, with the consent of Prussia, to the Second 
Partition of Poland in 1793. Because the remaining territories of the Polish state were barely viable 
anymore, Austria, Prussia and Russia summarily agreed to the Third Partition of Poland and 
incorporated the last independent Polish territories into their states in 1794 (Bingen, 2011). 
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Map 1: The Polish Partitions. Retrieved from: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Partitions_of_Poland#/media/File:Rzeczpospolita_Rozbiory_3.png 
 
The Kingdom of Poland or Congress Poland was established after the Congress of Vienna in 1815 as 
a state with its own constitution and army. It was intended to governed by the Russian Tsar in 
personal union. This did not enhance the situation of the Polish population within the Russian parts 
of Poland, as the arbitrary rule, led by the Russian governor-general continued. This slightly changed 
with the occupation of Congress Poland by the Austro-Hungarian and the German Empire during the 
World War. While both Empires, especially the German Empire, continued to pursue a restrictive 
policy towards the Polish minority in their own territories (Bingen, 2011), both allies started to curry 
favour with the population of Congress Poland. The guiding motive behind this Poland-friendly 
policy was the hope to acquire Polish volunteers for their military campaigns. Although so-called 
Polish Legions under the command of general Józef Piłsudski were involved in the war with Russia, 
their numbers remained under the expectations. The main issue was that Austria and Germany were 
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unwilling to give any guarantees for future independence, which lead to the resignation of Piłsudski 
and several Polish generals. When Piłsudski forbid Polish soldiers to swear an oath of loyalty on the 
Central Powers until they had agreed to Polish independence he was temporarily arrested. The 
attempt to regain the support of the Polish population by proclaiming the “independent” Regency 
Kingdom of Poland in 1917 remained unsuccessful because Poland de facto remained a German puppet 
state (Borodziej, 2010). 
 
3.2.2 The Treaty of Versailles 
 
During the negotiations for the Treaty of Versailles in 1918, the four victorious powers - the United 
States, the United Kingdom, France and Italy - had to balance different interests and in the end, 
achieved nothing short of a complete reorganisation of the political architecture in Europe. While they 
themselves and their allies were rewarded, Germany, Austria-Hungary and the Ottoman Empire were 
severely punished by reparations and the loss of territories. 
Although the right of the people to self-determination was one of the guiding principles of the policy 
of the American President Woodrow Wilson, the territorial changes often ignored the ethnic 
composition of the population and newly founded national states were anything but homogenous 
national states (Kershaw, 2017). Finland, Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania had already declared their 
independence after the collapse of the Russian Empire in 1917 and were now joined by the states that 
became independent or became considerably more powerful as a result of the Treaty of Versailles. The 
Austro-Hungarian Empire was broken up into Austria, Hungary and the Czechoslovak Republic 
while the Baltic States Bosnia, Croatia and Slovenia together with Serbia formed the newly created 
Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes which later became Yugoslavia (Herbert, 2014). Roumania 
registered large gains of territory that had belonged to Bulgaria and Hungary before, while Poland 
was created as an independent state out of territories of Germany, Russia and Austria-Hungary 
(Kershaw, 2017). 
Germany as the most populous country in Central Europe and a state with an advanced and effective 
economy and military had to take the biggest losses with the Treaty of Versailles. Germany had to 
accept the main blame for World War I and was forced to pay reparations to the victorious powers in 
a height that still had to be determined (Herbert, 2014). The German army, which still counted 4.5 
million soldiers during the last days of the war, was limited to only 100,000 soldiers, the Germany 
navy was capped at 15,000 men and Germany was denied the right to maintain submarines and an 
air force. On its western border, Germany had to hand over Alsace-Lorraine to France, Eupen-
Malmedy to Belgium and the northern part of Schleswig to Denmark. In order to limit the capabilities 
of Germany to rebuild itself, the allies also limited German control over the large industrial areas in 
western Germany. The Rhineland was demilitarised and the Saar region was put under the 
administration of the newly founded League of Nations for a duration of 15 years. While the losses on 
the western border were relatively lenient, the losses on Germany’s eastern border were more severe. 
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A large part of Germany’s Polish territory was added to the newly independent Polish Republic. Very 
sensitive were the losses of Western Prussia and the City of Danzig as it cut off Eastern Prussia from 
the rest of the German Empire. Western Prussia became a part of Poland while Danzig became a free 
city under the mandate of the League of Nations. In Silesia, a plebiscite was supposed to determine 
whether it should remain a part of Germany or become a part of Poland. All in all, the treaty meant 
for the German Empire a loss of 13% of its pre-war territory and about 10% of its pre-war population 
(Kershaw, 2017). 
In the end, the Treaty of Versailles was a compromise between the victorious powers. While France, 
which had been the victim of German aggression twice in only 50 years, lobbied for a harsh stance 
towards Germany and even considered its complete breakup, the United Kingdom was more 
forthcoming. Although they were also interested in high reparations, British politicians were reluctant 
to fulfil French desires for higher territorial compensation as they feared that France could become too 
powerful (Herbert, 2014). 
 
3.2.3 History of Poland from 1919 to 1927 
 
After 123 years of foreign occupation, the Second Polish Republic was a state of high national self-
confidence. Already in the year of its independence, 1919, the young state undertook the bold move 
to attack the Soviet Union in order to shift its border eastwards. After the initial success of the Polish 
troops under General Piłsudski against the overwhelmed and poorly organised Soviet army in the 
first year, the Polish army was driven back in 1920. The defence of Warsaw by Polish troops in 1920 
ended the Soviet counterattack and led to the Peace of Riga, in which Poland achieved huge territorial 
gains compared to its pre-war borders. During the same time Poland fought several other border wars, 
for example against Czechoslovakia or Lithuania. The conflict with Lithuania was fuelled by Polish 
hopes to revive the old union between Poland and Lithuania. In 1920, the Polish army took over the 
Lithuanian capital of Vilnius which had a Polish majority population. Although there were no more 
hostile actions after 1920, the relations between the two states remained tense (Borodziej, 2010) 
(Kershaw, 2017). 
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Map 2: The Polish Borders 1921, annexed regions in green. Retrieved from 
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polnisch-Sowjetischer_Krieg#/media/File:Curzonlinie_1920-22-de.jpg 
 
Despite the military success in the early days of the Polish Republic, the political situation remained 
fragile. Negative policies towards the Ukrainian, Jewish, Belarussian and German minorities, who 
accounted for almost one third of the Polish population, the aftermath of the hyperinflation in 1923, 
and the missing success of the economic and social reforms lead to a precarious situation in which 
Piłsudski staged a coup d’état in 1926 and became the de facto leader of the Polish state (Kershaw, 
2017). 
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3.2.4 History of Germany from 1919 to 1927 
 
After the German Supreme Army Command surrendered in early November 1918, a truce between 
the Central Powers and the Allies came into effect. Emperor Wilhelm II was forced to abdicate on 9 
November and the Republic was declared on the same day, not only once but twice. The first to declare 
the German Republic was the social democrat Philipp Scheidemann, who declared the bourgeois 
republic which should be known as the Weimar Republic later. The second one to declare the Republic 
was the communist Karl Liebknecht who proclaimed a socialist republic following the Russian 
example. Thus, the young German Republic was shaped by the schism of the forces of the political left 
from the very beginning. In order to defeat the socialist insurgents, the Government of the Reich relied 
on right-wing militias, the so-called Freikorps. In January 1919, the socialist Spartacist Uprising was 
defeated and the leaders, Karl Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg, were murdered (Herbert, 2014). 
The Treaty of Versailles, which was imposed on Germany on 7 May 1919, was met with refusal across 
all political camps. National forces but also liberals and social democrats strongly opposed the 
conditions of the treaty. This strong condemnation was mainly caused by the perception that Germany 
had not actually lost the war. The war never reached German territory and when the truce came into 
effect German troops still occupied large parts of Belgium and Luxembourg. The returning soldiers 
were celebrated as heroes who returned unbeaten from the front. The stab-in-the-back legend according 
to which treason of Jews and Communists lead to the German defeat and not a military loss, should 
become the foundation myth of the Weimar Republic (Herbert, 2014) (Kershaw, 2017). 
The years after 1919 remained shaped by uprisings of the radical left and right, economic struggles, 
and confrontation with foreign states. The Kapp-Putsch in 1920, which was orchestrated by the old 
elites of the Empire, remained unsuccessful after unions and left parties had orchestrated one of the 
largest general strikes in German history. The Ruhr uprising of socialist workers in Germany’s 
industrial centre only a few weeks later was violently crushed by armed forces of Reichswehr and 
Freikorps and lead to the death of more than 1,000 workers. The hyperinflation and the French 
occupation of the Ruhr area in 1923 lead to serious economic damages. The Beer Hall Putsch in 1923, 
which was orchestrated by Adolf Hitler and the former Supreme Commander of the German Army, 
Erich von Ludendorff, and aimed at taking over the control in the city of Munich, ended after only 
one day as a result of its poorly planned execution (Herbert, 2014). 
A period of cautious stabilisation started in 1924. The Dawes Plan laid out a timeline for the settlement 
of the reparations and ended the French occupation of the Ruhr area. In the following years, the 
German foreign minister Gustav Stresemann and his French colleague Aristide Briand launched a 
politic of détente. Stresemann was willing to make concessions towards France. These concessions 
lead to the Treaties of Locarno between France, Germany and Belgium, which were guaranteed by 
Italy and the United Kingdom. All parties acknowledged Germany’s western border, and Germany 
renounced its claim to Alsace-Lorraine and acknowledged the demilitarisation of the Rhineland. In 
return, Germany was allowed to join the Council of the League of Nations as a permanent member 
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while France was satisfied because the United Kingdom now formally guaranteed its territorial 
integrity. The policy of Briand and Stresemann was ultimately honoured with the Nobel Peace Prize 
in 1926 (Kershaw, 2017). While German foreign policy was characterised by compromise regarding its 
western neighbours, there was nothing comparable to Locarno regarding Germany’s eastern border. 
In the east, the main objective of the German policy remains the revision of the Treaty of Versailles. 
Especially the Polish corridor to the Baltic Sea is aimed to be closed by the reintegration of Western 
Prussia and Danzig (Herbert, 2014). 
 

3.3 Disputed Territories and Key Issues  
 
3.3.1 Polish-German Border 
 
One of the most disputed areas between the Second Polish Republic and the Weimar Republic is the 
so-called Polish Corridor, which separates East Prussia from the remaining Empire. It is composed of 
Pomerania and parts of western Prussia. For Poland, the Corridor is crucial since it provides access to 
the Baltic Sea which is vital for Polish trade. Before World War I, 420,000 Germans lived in the region, 
making up 42.5% of the total population. After the area became Polish as a result of the Treaty of 
Versailles, the Polish government pursued a policy of polonisation. As a result, thousands of Germans 
migrated from the area. The German population share dropped to 18% in 1921. 
Another highly disputed area is Upper Silesia. The Treaty of Versailles planed a plebiscite in the area 
to decide whether it should belong to Poland or Germany. The plebiscite was held in 1922 and was 
accompanied by heavy propaganda efforts on both sides and clashes between Polish troops and 
German Freikorps. Despite 60% of the voters voting in favour of remaining with Germany, the 
victorious powers decided to split the territory. The resource-richer eastern part became a part of 
Poland (Kershaw, 2017). 

3.3.2 The Free City of Danzig 
 
Historically, the City of Danzig, modern day Gdansk, has always been an important trading centre at 
the Baltic Sea. With the Treaty of Versailles, it became a Free City under the mandate of the League of 
Nations. Despite its de facto independence, Poland was guaranteed access to Danzig’s harbour and 
its waterways, and the exercise of the city’s foreign affairs. The disengagement of Danzig from the 
German Empire is an example of the fact that the political solutions often failed to recognise the ethnic 
composition of the population. Danzig was brought closer to Poland, although its population is almost 
exclusively German (Kershaw, 2017). 
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3.3.3 Vilnius  
 
The state of the city of Vilnius has for years been a crucial part of the debate over the Polish border. 
The city had originally been a part of the grand duchy of Lithuania’s capital until Lithuania was 
unified with Poland in 1569 (Kozon, 2015, p. 16). After the World War, Vilnius was given to Lithuania, 
much to the disappointment of Poland. As it lodged complaints against this decision, Lithuania also 
protested against the two cities Grodno and Suwalki becoming a part of Polish territory (Kozon, 2015, 
p. 16). Yet the first serious issues arose in 1919 during the Polish-Soviet war, in which Lithuania was 
not officially involved but came under attack due to its close proximity to Poland. Lithuania asked 
Poland to come to their aid, under the condition that they would accept Lithuania’s independence and 
would award Vilnius to Lithuania (Kozon, 2015, p. 17). 
Over the next years, Vilnius was occupied several times but ultimately fell to Poland. Favouring the 
city over the deal they had made with the Lithuanian government, the Polish kept Vilnius as a means 
of bargain. They refused to leave the city, as its ethnicity was predominantly Polish and the 
government feared for their rights. As the end of the war neared, Lithuania had managed to reclaim 
the city with support of the Soviet troops by July 1920 (Kozon, 2015, p. 17).  
The end of the Polish-Soviet war did not mean the end to territorial disputes surrounding the city. 
The Polish Prime Minister Piłsudski (see Polish Republic in country profile), who himself was born in 
Vilnius was determined to win the city back and set a plan into motion to reclaim it. In what became 
known as Zeligowski’s mutiny, the Polish General Lucjan Zeligowski rebelled against his orders and 
occupied Vilnius and its surrounding territories, forming the independent central Lithuania (Kozon, 
2015, p. 18).  

 
Map 3: The independent region Central Lithuania, Retrieved from: 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Rzeczpospolita_Central_Lithuania.png  
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As both governments opened negotiations with Zeligowski that soon failed, the case was referred to 
the LoN. Instead of calling for a plebiscite, the LoN decided to hold votes for a constituent assembly 
that would ascertain the nationality of the city and its inhabitants. In January 1922, the assembly 
decided that Vilnius would fall to the Polish Republic (Kozon, 2015, p. 18). With this, the military 
conflict officially ended, but Lithuania suspended all diplomatic relations with Poland and declared 
a state of war, disillusioned by the LoN’s supposed lack of interest. Minor incidents shaped the conflict 
during the next years, at the height of which Lithuania closed the entire border, effectively cutting off 
all communications and destroying railroads and telegraphs. During these years, accusations that the 
other nation had mistreated the respective minority continued (Kozon, 2015, p. 47).  
A coup d’etat in 1926 (see the country profile of Lithuania) meant the first change in relations. As the 
new government took a far more nationalist approach, Vilnius was to be reclaimed by all means. 
Piłsudski in response held secretive military conferences and moved his troops to the Vilnius region 
(Kozon, 2015, p. 48). Lithuania in turn, signed a non-aggression pact with the Soviet Union towards 
the end of 1926, which greatly worried the Polish, who still feared a war from both sides (Germany 
and the Soviet Union) (Kozon, 2015, p. 53).  
As accusations of mistreatment of minorities continue, more and more European nations monitor the 
situation with concern. Most are keen to avoid another costly war, as mounting tensions in the Baltic 
region worry all nations (Kozon, 2015, p. 53). Particularly nations that have formed treaties with the 
countries to come to their assistance in case of an unprovoked attack have therefore become ever more 
nervous in the face of a possible escalation of the conflict. A clarification on the status of Vilnius, as 
well as re-establishing diplomatic relations between the two countries, are therefore at the forefront 
of all minds hoping for peace in Europe.  
 

3.4. Country Information  
 
Czechoslovak Republic  
The Czechoslovak Republic has been named the most stable democracy in all of Eastern Europe. Ever 
since its creation, one of the founders – Tomás Masaryk – has taken on the office as president and 
remains in this position until today. As the Republic was created out of several regions after the end 
of the World War, roughly 35 % of the population is neither Czech nor Slovak (Kitchen, 1988, p. 124). 
This poses one of the greatest challenges to Czechoslovakian politics and determines many political 
debates. The current head of government, Antonín Svehla, has lead several coalitions since the 
beginning of the 1920s and is currently the Prime Minister of a five party coalition known as Pětka 
(Kitchen, 1988, p. 127). With the support of his foreign minister Edvard Benes, the government has 
achieved becoming part of a stable alliance called the Little Entente. This coalition between Roumania, 
Yugoslavia and Czechoslovakia consists of a common defence in case of an attack carried out by 
Hungary. The French Republic has supported this alliance by entering into individual treaties with 
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each individual country (Kitchen, 1988, p. 126). A similar protection against unwarranted attacks has 
been agreed upon with Poland as part of the Treaty of Locarno (Riches & Palmowski, 2016). Content 
with this success, Edvard Benes continues to rely heavily on the diplomatic systems of the League of 
Nations.  
  
Empire of Japan  
The Empire of Japan recently experienced an important shift in the country’s leadership as the new 
Emperor Showa (also known as Hirohito) took the place of his father Taisho, who ruled the country 
until his death in 1926. As his father struggled with health issues, the young Emperor Showa has 
already gained experience ruling the country since 1921 (GlobalSecurity.org, 2005 ). Recently, a 21-
year enduring alliance with the UK ended due to Japanese ambitions in East Asia. In response to this, 
Japan has turned towards extreme nationalism and the preservation of the traditional Japanese culture 
in a rejection of “western” culture and influence (BBC, 2018). Since the end of the World War, Japan 
has become increasingly important in global politics, obtaining one of the permanent seats of this 
council. Having recently overcome an enduring financial depression by passing the Banking Act in 
January 1927, Japan’s economy has developed favourably (Shizume, 2012).  
 
French Republic  
Similar to other countries affected, France suffered heavily under the cost of the World War, even after 
it had ended. The war had also meant an economic catastrophe to the French who were heavily reliant 
on the harsh reparation payments of Germany to bay back the money loaned from the Americans 
(Kitchen, 1988, p. 209). The current president, Raymon Poincaré, is well known for his lack of 
sympathy with the Germans. During his first tenure he oversaw the occupation of the Ruhr region in 
order to force Germany to pay its debts (Kitchen, 1988, p. 213). As the economic problems continued 
and the Franc experienced further devaluation, Poincaré was voted back into office in 1926. He 
sustained the French foreign policy that all efforts must be focused on avoiding another war with 
Germany. That is why the French Republic maintains the largest standing army in all of Europe and 
has surrounded itself with allies like Czechoslovakia, Poland and Roumania (Encyclopaedia 
Britannica). Even though the country has experienced a plenty of divisive debates on internal matters, 
the country is united in its stance on ensuring that Germany does not become too strong again 
(Rathbun, 2014). The Treaty of Locarno soothed many French, as it ensured the stability of the Franco-
German border and led the foreign minister Aristide Briand to formulate his policy of appeasement 
(Encyclopaedia Britannica).  
 
Germany  
Germany has been trying to recover from the various struggles it experienced since the WW. The 
hyperinflation from 1921-1923 considerably weakened the German economy and made the strain 
caused by reparations even harder on the German population (Kitchen, 1988, p. 167). The Dawes Plan 
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of 1924, as well as increasing economic success since 1926, have improved the situation, but the 
economy remains fragile and instable. Still relying heavily on foreign loans, the system is prone to 
crisis. The government is currently headed by Wilhelm Marx of the Zentrum party, who has entered 
into a coalition with the far right DNVP (Kitchen, 1988, p. 172). For the past years, many minority or 
short-lived governments have struggled to lead the country and Marx’ government is his third 
attempt of a coalition. The German foreign minister is Gustav Stresemann, who is renowned for his 
diplomatic abilities and has been the cause for Germany’s success in re-establishing its foreign 
relations. After the Locarno Treaties, which he helped create. Germany entered the League of Nations 
in 1926. Although the Locarno Treaties proved advantageous for Germany, many on the far left and 
right opposed the treaty. Seeing it as a continuation of the hated Treaty of Versailles, it took Germany 
several attempts to ratify the document (Kitchen, 1988, p. 172). Paul von Hindenburg, who succeeded 
Friedrich Ebert as President, has been equally vocal of his hatred for the Treaty of Versailles. 
Hindenburg, a stout monarchist and conservative, has supported the government who have made it 
their main foreign policy goal to repeal the treaty (Kitchen, 1988, p. 172). One part of the Treaty that 
the German government is particularly vexed with is the limitation of its troops (the Reichsheer) to 
100.000 men, which leaves Germany exposed to potential threats.  
 
Kingdom of Denmark  
The Kingdom of Denmark was one of the European countries that remained neutral during the World 
War, but nonetheless profited from the Treaty of Versailles. As part of a plebiscite, Denmark acquired 
parts of Schleswig in 1920. Although the war did not cause much damage in Denmark the economy 
suffered under the reduced exports during the early 20s (Linton, 2019). For years, Denmark has been 
trusting its motto of neutrality, Scandinavism and arbitration to lead their foreign policy (Shishkina, 
2006 , p. 20). True to these words, Denmark has cut military spending over the past years and remains 
one of the most neutral members of the League of Nations, advocating for peaceful resolutions of 
conflicts (Shishkina, 2006 , p. 23). The King Christian X of Denmark of the house of Glücksburg trusts 
his current prime minister Thomas Madsen-Mygdal of the conservative-liberal Venstre with the 
running of the country.  
  
Kingdom of Hungary  
Since the death of King Charles in 1922, who attempted several times to fill the empty seat left in this 
monarchy without a king, the position has been left unfilled (Kitchen, 1988, p. 116). The elected Regent 
of the Kingdom, Miklós Horthy, a right-wing admiral and former aide-de-camp of Emperor Franz 
Josef has dominated the political scene for years (Kitchen, 1988, p. 115). In order to improve foreign 
relations, the widespread anti-Semitism has been toned done. This has led to Hungary’s acceptance 
into the League of Nations, good relations with Austria and a formal treaty of friendship with Italy 
under Mussolini (Kitchen, 1988, p. 118/119). Under the current Prime Minister István Bethlen, the 
revision of the Treaty of Trianon has become the main goal of all foreign politics. The significant 
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reduction in size due to the treaty not only led to difficult relations with its neighbouring countries, 
but also greatly weakened Hungary’s economy. After large investments, the economy now appears 
more stable, but workers suffer under worse conditions than before the war and the government 
heavily relies on foreign investments (Kitchen, 1988, p. 118).  
 
Kingdom of Italy  
The Kingdom of Italy is currently in the strong hands of Benito (Il Duce) Mussolini. After an attempted 
coup d’etat in October 1922, the King of Italy (Victor Emmanuel III) appointed him as Prime Minister, 
a position he still retains today.  The King who has led the country through WWI greatly favours 
Mussolini and supports his actions (Kitchen, 1988, p. 137). During the last years Mussolini has 
consolidated his rule by banning all opposition parties after an attack on his life in 1924 and passing 
laws in favour of his rule throughout 1925 and 1926 (Kitchen, 1988, p. 141/142). Italy’s foreign policy 
is dominated by the deeply rooted desire to expand the nation’s territory and promote national 
interests. The main counterparty to this policy is the French Republic, which has exchanged 
animosities with the Italian leadership for several years. The aggressive rhetoric employed by 
Mussolini ultimately led the British government to support France in its stance on this matter (Gooch, 
2009, p. 66). Economic strategies like the Battle for wheat and the Battle for the Lira have not proven 
effective in lifting the country out of its debt produced by the World War, but the unification of 
syndicates and the Labour Charter of 1927 have the potential to succeed in improving Italy’s economy 
(Kitchen, 1988, pp. 148-151).  
 
Kingdom of the Netherlands 
The Kingdom of the Netherlands, alongside Denmark, remained one of the few neutral countries 
during the World War and was not greatly affected by the after-war depression. Even though the 
Netherlands joined the League of Nations, they continually emphasised their commitment to 
neutrality (Meijer, 2019). In the wake of the Treaty of Versailles, territorial issues with Belgium, who 
claimed Dutch territory, were ultimately resolved in favour of the Netherlands (Kitchen, 1988, p. 8). 
Under Prime Minster Jonkherr Dirk Jan de Geer and his coalition of Christian parties (CHU; RKSP 
and ARP), this role of peaceful mediator was maintained. Yet international scrutiny and criticism 
followed the decision of the government and Queen Wilhelmina to not extradite the former German 
Kaiser Wilhelm II when he fled to the Netherlands. After his abdication, the Kaiser had fled into this 
exile and even though the Treaty of Versailles mandates his extradition continues to live in Doorn 
(BBC, 2014).  
 
Polish Republic 
The Second Polish Republic has also lately experienced a period of change. Since the coup d’etat in 
May 1926 - carried out under the lead of Józef Pilsudski, the current Prime Minister – the economy 
and the country’s currency have stabilised thanks to large investments into the nation’s infrastructure 
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(Kitchen, 1988, p. 106). The so called Sancja which Pilsudski established has so far achieved its foreign 
policy goals: to remain neutral towards both the Soviet Union and Germany, whilst building upon its 
relationships with Poland’s two closest allies, the French Republic and the Kingdom of Roumania 
(Kozon, 2015, pp. 1, 35). Pilsudski, who mostly does not bother with the day to day business of politics, 
is quite popular with Poland’s large army of almost a million men, and delegates all foreign policy 
matters to his trusted foreign minister August Zaleski, who is well liked throughout Europe. Hoping 
to maintain his main goal, peace and security for Poland, Zaleski is in favour of establishing closer ties 
with the League of Nations, whilst Pilsudski remains conspicuous of the organisation (Kozon, 2015, 
pp. 32-35).  
 
Kingdom of Roumania  
The Kingdom of Roumania was one of the countries that had profited from the Treaty of Versailles, 
recovering parts of Bulgaria and forming what has become known as Greater Roumania. The country 
is currently under the rule of Michael I of Roumania from the house of Hohenzollern-Sigmaringen. 
But seeing as the state system is a constitutional monarchy, the de facto power lies with the Prime 
Minister General Alexandru Averescu, the leader of a populist party who serves his third time in this 
office (Enciclopedia Romaniei ). The promise shown in Versailles has caused the foreign policy of 
Roumania to favour international agreements and organisations such as the League of Nations. The 
main objective for the nation has become the security of its frontiers, as well as forming closer bonds 
with its allies (Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2009). Although the Little Entente does provide protection, 
the main guarantors of an independent Roumania remain France and the UK. Even though the 
country did not suffer under the Treaty of Versailles like others, its economy continues to struggle to 
sustain all citizens. A land reform in the early 1920s did not prove as successful as thought, but the 
aim of several liberal governments to improve upon its international relations with western European 
governments shows promise of foreign aid (Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2009).  
 
Republic of China (ROC)  
Following the end of the World War, the Republic of China has experienced tumultuous years. Sun 
Yatsen, who had been leading the Kuomintang (KMT) or national party died in 1925. In the following 
years, Chiang Kai Shek has proven himself as the main contender in the battle for succession. As the 
commander of the revolutionary army, he has successfully led the Northern Expedition to reunite the 
country under one government (Schütte, 2008). Nevertheless, internal problems remain, as the 
Nanjing government battles the communist People’s liberation army in an effort to sustain its control 
over the country. During the past months, the government has implemented new economic policies 
in an effort to stimulate economic growth, but the growing lack of power and impact make it 
improbable that the ROC will achieve its former economic strength (Glenn Kucha, 2018). Relations 
between China and Japan have remained terse since the early 1900s and dominate the foreign policy 
of the ROC, but with regards to the increasing internal instability the government is mainly 
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preoccupied with the developing civil war.  
 
Republic of Finland  
Having failed at establishing a monarchy, Finland became a Republic in 1919, as the Social Democrats 
won the elections and adopted a new constitution. Nevertheless, the National Coalition Party (KOK) 
- consisting of conservatives and monarchists - remains an influential party alongside the National 
Progressive Party (ED) and the Agrarian Party (ML). As of now Juho Sunila rules the country as the 
prime minister and representative of the Agrarian Party and minority government, but like other 
European countries Lithuania struggles with a number of short lived minority governments, as none 
of the last five prime ministers lasted more than a year in office (Area Handbook of the US Library of 
Congress, kein Datum). A contributing factor to this is the country’s president Lauri Kristian Relander, 
who favours minority governments and supports far right movements within the society (Area 
Handbook of the US Library of Congress, kein Datum). Economically, agriculture remains the 
country’s most important employment sector, accounting for approximately 70 % of the population. 
Germany and the UK constitute Finland’s main markets for exports (Statistics Finland, 2007).   
 
Republic of Lithuania  
The relatively newly formed Republic of Lithuania has experienced great changes during the past few 
months. On 17 December 1926, a military coup – supported by the Nationalists and Christian 
Democrats – overthrew the social democratic government (Akmenytė-Ruzgienė). The country’s first 
prime minister, Augustinas Voldemaras, was charged with forming a new cabinet and since 19 
December 1926 Antanas Smetona has officially taken on the position as president of Lithuania. Having 
recently dissolved the Lithuanian Parliament Seimas in April of 1927, Smetona is thought to be taking 
steps towards securing his power and consolidating Lithuania’s position in the region (Akmenytė-
Ruzgienė). Tensions between Poland and Lithuania with regards to the Vilnius region and Polish 
border remain high, as a resolution to the conflict remains to be found (Kitchen, 1988). As Lithuania 
took progressive steps towards a reform of the finance and educational sector of government in the 
early 1920s, the economic situation and currency remains relatively stable.  
 
Republic of Venezuela  
Ever since the discovery of the richest oil reserves in the world during World War I, Venezuela 
experienced a great boom in their economy and has become one of the richest countries in Latin 
America (Bauck, 2017). Juan Vincente Gómez rules the country with a strong hand, persecuting 
political opposition and building up his military defences, particularly the navy. Gómez gained power 
in 1908, after the former president Castro travelled to Germany for a medical procedure and was 
overthrown by Gómez, his former prodigy (Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2018 ). The last two conflicts 
Venezuela experienced were the Venezuela Crisis in 1902/03 and the Dutch-Venezuela Crisis of 1908. 
During the first one, Germany, the UK and Italy enforced a naval blockade, the conflict was ultimately 
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resolved by an Arbitration Court. The second conflict with the Netherlands was caused by the Dutch 
harbouring Venezuelan refugees on one of their islands and ended with the coup carried out by 
Gómez. Currently, Venezuela still enjoys its economic boom as a petrostate and continues to be 
governed by President Gómez, “El Benemérito” (Bisher, 2017).  

 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland  
The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, who recently changed its name in accordance with 
the Royal and Parliamentary Titles Act, remains one of the decisive forces in Europe. However, after 
the Great Strikes in 1926 and the Great War, the British are still struggling to maintain a thriving 
economy and high employment rate. Currently, the country is being ruled by the conservative Prime 
Minister Stanley Baldwin (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland). Foreign Secretary 

Austen Chamberlain – renowned for his aid in creating the Locarno Treaty, which was signed on his 
birthday – represents British foreign policy interests (Britannica, 2019). He promotes one of Britain’s 
key interests: the reconciliation and improvement of German-Franco relations. Although the UK is 
very much willing to back the French in their strive to disarm Germany, the government still fears the 
German reaction to the Treaty of Versailles. The British, who greatly lack the backup of the United 
States of America in this regard, have assured the parties of the Locarno treaty the security of the 
borders as main guarantor. Seeing the treaty as a great success, the government has been trying to 
broker a similar deal with the Balkan states; so far unsuccessfully (Bakic, 2012).  Peace and the 
avoidance of a costly second war therefore remain at the heart of British foreign policy (Lindley-
French, 2007).  
 

3.5 Guiding Questions 
 

• What is your country’s position regarding the Treaty of Versailles? 
• How is your country’s relationship with the Polish Republic?  

o Does your country have any treaties or alliances with the Polish Republic?  
o Are there any disputed territories between you and the Polish Republic?  

• What is your country’s attitude towards Woodrow Wilson’s right of the people to self-
determination? 

o What is the ethnic makeup of your country? Are there any internal conflicts between 
different ethnicities?  

• What is your country’s position towards the League of Nations?  
o Were there any national conflicts that your country, as well as League of Nations was 

involved in? 
o Does your country trust the League of Nation’s collective security concept?   
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• How strong is the national economy of the country you are representing? Are there any 
internal conflicts that would affect the country’s stability? 

3.6 Recommended Reading  
 

• The Covenant of the League of Nations, which offers helpful insights into how to deal with 
possible conflicts can be found here: http://avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/leagcov.asp  

• The Encyclopaedia Britannica (https://www.britannica.com) offers many individual country 
profiles, as well as information on important historical events and persona  

• As one of our primary sources we recommend the chapters two and three in Ian Kershaw’s 
book “To Hell and back – Europe 1914-1949”   

• https://dc.uwm.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1818&context=etd      
A good commentary on Polish foreign relations during the interwar period, detailing Polish 
border conflicts  
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